
How to 
Enhance Your 
LinkedIn Profile



Importance of Networking

q Networking allow you to exchange resources 

with each other

q Expand your professional network to increase 

your opportunities beyond your degree – 

open up opportunities for internships, 

apprenticeships, jobs, and collaborations

q Establish, build and maintain long-term 

professional relationships



Benefits of a LinkedIn Network

900 Million Users

45 Million Students & 
College Graduates

Over 200 Industries

8 Million Jobs Listed Daily

122 Million People Got an Interview from Their Profile



Utilizing Resources for Opportunities
• Traditional Job Search vs. LinkedIn Job Search

• LinkedIn Job Search
How does online networking 
play a role in your job search?

Recruiters, professionals, and 
alumni in area of interests

Crowdsourcing – how did 
THEY get there?



§ Gain exposure to hiring 
managers and recruiters

§ Centralize your accomplishments

§ Add another tool to your networking 
resource kit

§ Generate leads for opportunities

§ Establish and maintain connections

Why Create a Profile?



1. Photo & Headline

• Searchable 
Content 

Photo Tips
• Smile
• Business Casual
• LinkedIn Booth@ 

Career Fairs



2. Summary

SAMPLE STUDENT

MBA student at UC Riverside with an interest in marketing, advertising, and social media. 
Seeking a summer internship to apply my experience assisting a company’s branding needs 
through social media outreach, developing marketing plans, digital marketing, and conducting 
customer research.

Specialties
• Event planning
• Social networking and marketing
• Account management
• Microsoft Offices (Word, PowerPoint, Excel)
• Adobe CS5.5 Suite (Photoshop, Flash)



3. Experience

• Current and previous 
experiences

• Accomplishments
• Attach photos, 

presentations and 
videos



4. Education
Starting with college, list

all the educational experiences you've had - 
including fellowships, programs.



5. Expertise

Add at least 5 key skills. This will allow 
your connections to endorse you for those 

skills.



Profile Enhancing Tips

ü Volunteer 
Experiences & 
Causes

ü Honors and Awards
ü Organizations
ü Projects



The "Home" Page
• Share articles and 

updates, tag people

• People who share
updates regularly are 
41% more likely to be
contacted through
LinkedIn

• See new jobs posted, 
like & share 
connections’ updates



Sharing Updates on Your Personal/Social Profiles



Status Updates on LinkedIn

Know the Difference



Find Alumni



Find Alumni



Building Relationships via 

• Research UCR alumni in 
fields/occupations you’re interested in

• Scroll through their profiles to see if 
it’s someone you want to talk to/learn 
more about

• Send a personalized note with 
your invitation to connect to increase 
the chances of them accepting

• Consider asking professionals for 
an “informational interview”

• Remember, the worst thing that 
could happen is nothing

Hi Sunny,
My name is Scotty Highlander. I am in my 3rd  
year of the Sociology PhD program at UCR. 
Your career at a non-profit think tank is 
inspiring and I would love to connect with you 
to learn more about what you do and how 
you prepared yourself for this field! Thank you 
for the opportunity to be a connection on 
LinkedIn.



Conversation Starters on

Examples of what NOT to write:
• Can you help me?
• Do you have an internship?

• Can you refer me to [this] job?
• I would like to connect with you 

on LinkedIn
Be mindful of the 300-word limit when 
messaging initially.



Take it Offline

Consider:
� Informational Interviews via Zoom, phone, in-person

q Help you to take away the burden of a job seeker, and allow you to get 
informative answers to what you seek

� Coffee/Lunch (can be virtual!)
� Conferences
� Mixers
� On-campus panels, career fairs, information sessions

Did you know that approximately 70% of jobs are filled through networking?



What else should I do?

� Industry’s current trends
� Technologies?
� Who are the experts in your fields & what are they working on
� Ask them who else you should be interview next

Do you research before networking:



Follow-Up and Maintaining Relationships

÷Thank you note (Ask them how they 
would like you to contact them)

÷Progress emails
÷Related articles
÷Holiday greetings



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6Cj
Bk7Ox78

Resources
https://www.linkedin.com/business
/sales/blog/profile-best-
practices/17-steps-to-a-better-
linkedin-profile-in-2017

Fall Event Alert:

LinkedIn Workshop by LinkedIn’s UCR 
Rep for Graduate Students (via Zoom)
10/25, Friday at 12pm – 1pm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6CjBk7Ox78
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6CjBk7Ox78


Questions?



careers.ucr.edu • (951) 827-3631 #HireHighlanders • #UCRCareerReady

Location: We are located in the Career Center Plaza. Our 
entrance is the University Lecture Hall and the Surge Building, 
behind the UCR Campus Store.

Hours: 
Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 5 pm
except Wed. 9 am to 5 pm

Individual counseling appointments available 
Schedule on Handshake

Express Career Advising Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 10 am-3pm
Fri. 10 am-12 pm


