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CONNECT. INSPIRE. EMPOWER.



Agenda
● Career Readiness 

Competencies

● Career Center Services & 
Resources 



NACE CAREER 

READINESS 

COMPETENCIES

Obtaining requisite competencies that 

broadly prepare college graduates for a 

successful transition into the workplace.​

NACE (National Association of Colleges and Employers) 



NACE (National Association of Colleges and Employers) 2026 Job Outlook Report

GPA is not the most important factor!

These are the 

factors that the 

employers value 

the most (based 

on percentages)!

GPA is not even 

on top 10!



Career Center Services



The UCR Career Center
We serve as the GPS. Students decide and we 
show them the directions of how to get there.​ ​ 

Our goal is to show students options based on 
their interests, values, skills, and personality 
preferences. ​ ​ 

We collaborate with our campus partners to 
support student professional development.

In the end, they’re the driver; it’s their decision. 
We provide guidance to help them see the 
bigger picture.​



Our Services
Counseling

● Career Planning/Assessments

● Skill Building Workshops

● Graduate/Professional School 

Planning

● Resume/Interview Preparation

● Career Development Programs

Networking
● Employer Panels, Major Events, and 

Networking Events

● Multiple Career Fairs

● On-Campus Interviews

● Online Job and Internship Resources

● Employer Visits



Career Center Website & 

Handshake



careers.ucr.edu



Drop-In Sample Schedule:

● Visit the Career Center website: 

https://careers.ucr.edu/

● Scroll down to view the Drop-In 

Career Advising Schedule 

https://careers.ucr.edu/about-

us/make-an-appointment#Drop-in

● No appointment needed!
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Career Fairs
Career or Graduate School Fairs are an opportunity to meet 

representatives, many of whom are alumni, who are interested in 
connecting with you about their opportunity. Treat it like a networking 
opportunity and an opportunity to expand your network, identify job 

and internship openings, and/or secure an interview. Here are a few 
tips to help you prepare for the in-person fair.

● Research the organization and opportunities before attending 
the fair. 

● Dress professionally Employers will make decisions based 
on professional appearance.

● Make a strong first impression When meeting employers, 
introduce yourself, make eye contact, state your purpose, ask 
questions, listen and act professionally

● Communicate your interest. State the type of position that 
interests you. Do research in advance, such as job 

descriptions and open positions
● Expand your focus. Approach employers, even if they appear 

unrelated to your major.

● Highlight your strengths. Be prepared to discuss your 
qualifications



Career Development Programs for 
Special Populations



R’ Professional Resources



Handshake

For incoming students, 

they can access their 
UCR Handshake 

account from R'Web or 

our center's 
website. No need to 

create an account. It's 
been created for them.



Recommendations:
1. Students check-in with their career specialist 

at least once a quarter

2. Students attend a career fair at least twice a 

year

3. Students participate in three career readiness 

workshops throughout the year

4. Incoming students should follow our 1st Year 
Career Plan found here or scan the QR code: 

https://careers.ucr.edu/resources/career-

planning/college-specific-milestones
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Career Decision Making Model







Connect with us!

@UCRCAREERCENTER

INSTAGRAM



Location:
Entrance is across from ARC and 

University Lecture Hall underneath 

the bookstore

Summer Hours:
8AM - 5PM - MONDAY – THURSDAY

8AM – 2PM - FRIDAY

Website Home Drop in Hours

careers.ucr.edu | (951) 827-3631​



Questions?
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